RODIN-QUARTETT
Among the young string quartets, the RODIN Quartet is one of those with the greatest renown. Numerous CD and radio recordings, television productions and international concert performances vividly reflect the enormous range of this ensemble. Musical maturity, brilliant technique and homogeneity as well as fascinating and lively interpretations let these young musicians stand out. It is here that the affinity can be found between the Rodin Quartet and their namesake, the French sculptor Auguste Rodin. 
“Why the Rodin Quartet has established itself in the highest leagues after ten years was amply proven in their performance on Saturday. Plenty of applause for the trademarks of the “Rodins”: transparent homogeneity and vigor in the interaction of the ensemble, intelligence in the thematic implementation, plasticity true to the original work beyond narcissistic professional skill and harmless officiousness.” This concert review was published in the “Süddeutsche Zeitung” in 2003.
With their large repertoire the presentation of contemporary quartet music comes as natural to them as playing unknown works or compositions that are rarely performed. The first recordings worldwide of the complete string quartets by the Lachner brothers on 8 CDs are just one extraordinary example. 
The music press watched the other CD recordings attentively and was full of praise: “The recording by the Rodin Quartet of the string quartets op. 13 and 80 by Mendelssohn is of breathtaking intimacy.” (Fono Forum) The recording with romantic clarinet quintets made together with Eduard Brunner also documents the high degree of art of the ensemble. 
The Rodin Quartet, whose members know each other since their studies at the Music Academy in Munich, have been playing together since 1993 and continue with a great string quartet tradition. Important mentors, such as Yehudi Menuhin, Rudolf Koeckert and Franz Beyer are among their sponsors. The “First Class Quartet” has achieved tremendous renown at many concerts and festivals in the country and abroad and has won many important international contests, among others, in Prague, Genoa, Gorizia, Munich and Helsinki. One of the highlights was their participation at the international Kuhmo Chamber Music Festival in Finland. At this festival, the Rodin Quartet performed the complete string quartet works by Joseph Haydn, together with other quartet ensembles. 
During the 2002/2003 season, the ensemble played a series of concerts lasting six evenings with the complete string quartets by Ludwig van Beethoven. About this series, the press wrote, “…(it is) the perfect balance of musical spirit and homogeneous teamwork”. 
In addition to the highlights in classic-romantic quartet works, there must also be mention of the enlargement of the ensemble to a quintet or to a “quartet and soloist”, with orchestra. Prominent soloists, such as Eduard Brunner, Anna Gourari, András Adorján, Hariolf Schlichtig, Siegfried Palm, Radu Lupu, Sharon Kam, Wolfram Schmitt-Leonardy, Wind instrument soloists of the Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra, Valérie Aimard, Adrian Brendel, Seppo Kimanen, Dimitri Maslennikov, Jörg Widmann, Wen-Sinn Yang, Donald Sulzen, Guido Schiefen, Helga and Klaus Storck are among the chamber music partners the Rodin Quartet have enlivened the music scene with for over fifteen years. Finally, the four musicians Sonja Korkeala, Gerhard Urban (violins), Martin Wandel (viola) and Clemens Weigel (violoncello) mark their presence in the chamber music scene with their own concert series at the concert hall of the Munich Residence.
